Finding and interpreting cancer screening guidelines: an oncology nursing challenge.
It is our hope that increased awareness of cancer screening recommendations will initiate a dialogue between individuals and their health care providers. Organizational screening recommendations differ as a result of evolving technology, financial and ethical considerations, and impact on mortality. It is through discussions with informed health care providers that patients and families will determine the most effective personal cancer screening strategies. We are hopeful that this discussion of cancer screening recommendations will encourage other oncology nurses to identify their provincial screening guidelines and to address them in discussions with people living with cancer, family members, community groups, and friendship circles. For those cancers where early detection correlates with improved survival, regular screening may have a direct impact on individual lives. We challenge you to implement strategies to incorporate cancer screening information in your professional and personal relationships.